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Clayton and Mary Bontz 
	
  
 To date, AIC has been unsuccessful in obtaining an easement from Mr. Clayton E. Bontz.  

Mr. Bontz owns one parcel along the Fargo – Mapleridge line totaling approximately 41 acres in 

Peoria County, Illinois.  The property has been designated internally as AMN-PO-44.  The tax 

ID number is 16-36-251-001.  As summarized on Ameren Exhibit 1.3, as of October 20, 2014, 

AIC has contacted, or attempted to contact Mr. Bontz, or his wife, on approximately 12 

occasions, including 2 phone calls, 3 voicemails, 3 letters and 4 in-person meetings.  Mr. Bontz 

does not have attorney representation at this time.   

Despite these multiple attempts to engage in discussions, Mr. Bontz has been generally 

unresponsive and uncooperative to AIC’s efforts to negotiate.  For example, on February 21, 

2014, an AIC representative drove to the property to present AIC’s initial offer (as no other 

contact information was available).  Mrs. Bontz informed the agent that Mr. Bontz was not 

available, but that she would take the initial offer packet and contact the agent to set up a 

meeting to discuss the offer.  She did not offer their phone number, nor did she call the agent as 

indicated.  After that first meeting, the agent attempted to visit the Bontz’s in person several 

times, and was only able to speak to Mrs. Bontz again at home on May 1, 2014.  Despite several 

more attempts, the agent was not able to speak with Mr. Bontz until May 30, 2014. 

 Although Mr. Bontz has not raised any specific concerns related to the easement, pole 

locations, or AIC’s offered compensation, his main concern appears to be compensation.  During 

the May 30th meeting, Mr. Bontz stated that AIC would have to condemn his property if it “could 

not come up with a real offer.”  But Mr. Bontz has not provided a firm counter offer, an 

appraisal, or any other documentation.  Nor has he stated a dollar value for what he believes 

would be the appropriate amount of compensation for the easement other than “anything in the 

eight digits.”  At the very low end of the range, Mr. Bontz’s counteroffer is approximately 417 
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times the appraised value of the easement, and almost 15 times the appraised value of his entire 

property.   

 Given the difficulty AIC has had in reaching Mr. Bontz, the lack of progress with 

negotiations, and the apparent great disparity in the parties’ positions regarding compensation, 

eminent domain authority is necessary over this property in order to meet the Project’s 

established in-service date.  
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